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While The Oaks
in Smithfield has

grown, business
stays in family

By REEWA AMIN
raming@dailypress.com

When Dr. Rylund Ed-
wards started at Virginia
Tech in1954, his plan was

his fathers farm in Senith-
feld.

He :hmgal his mind
after earing a_couple of
Iecmmxmvemnmry
icine, He wanted to treat
;hImMHJS. not just work with

em.

Edwards, now 79, re-
cently marlfedﬂmsmhzn
niversary of when he
opened The Oaks Veteri-
nary Clinic, named after his
father’s farm.

Over the last half century,
the practice has had three

LOCAL NEWS
Veterinary clinic hits golden anniversary

DAILY PRESS

Dr. Ryland Edwards started The Oaks Vetarinary Clinc in lsie of Wight County SO years 1go. Inthat time
d imals practice complete with a vet clinic on wheels that serves local farms.

includesa.

and large animal elinics, and

ily:
wards runs r.lw small clmw
and his son is head of the
large animal clinic.
Edwards was

years because he

Couldn't afford to

ire any more. But

the thought of

shutting the busi-
ness down

“I don't know that T even
considered that situation”
he said.

Bailey, a former
county supervisor, has tak-
clinic si

ple are the salt of the earth™

Before returning to
Smithfield, where he was
born and raised, in 1965,
Edwards bounced around

the Unlted smres gering

Hegn()us undergraduate
Virginia Tech

{0 1958, then was accepted
to the University of Geor-
gia's veterinary
school
where he met his

“‘mhwamd facilit EA ard d ith home, she further digitize how
“I just wanted to ity, or Edwards did with two sons at home, she er digitize e
ok experi-

ence

wife, Mary Ann,
who was studying
to be a microbiolo-
gist.

After gradusting
‘e went to work for
a vet in Tampa be-

That's

fore he was drafted  examination on a cat at The Oaks Veterinary Clinic.

in 1962 to serve as a base

veterinarian for a US. Air practice was all about” Ed-  come in here and th
rards sai

in Omaha, Neb,

Edwards w:m back o
the University of Georgi
from 1964-65 to do an i
ternship in small animal

and surgery. By and a single veterinarian —  clinic after worl He
the time he returned to himself A: the time, the weekends. Shecameonfull already started making
Semithfiell, bawneruady to  practios s both emallend - time s 1966, incl
It was tiring, especially  bringing in sapute 1o

Dr. Erica Clark and assistant Heather Beers complete an

ROB OSTERMAIRVDALY PRESS PHOTOS

the 1990s. Digital X-ray ma-
chines have replaced part-
able ones thatwould have to
be wken to fams. They
added an ultrasound ma-

chine that's * mved. L he
very beneficial” and an in-
Bouta Ish where biood

canbe Edwurds said
In 2004, the practice was
split into two one for
small animals and one for
horses conrs and ot v

k. Doctors are
Py gt
practice and usually go out
tothe farms to docheck-ups

North Carelina-Virginia
lwonlu Edwards said

am of support staff

ionists to veteri-

mary technicians, has been

nary clinic as it grew and
they saw more clients out-
side of work:

fnmer
|\|g}\(sﬁdhungamm¢1‘\ltd

throughout meal by
S et
questions, At the end of the
evening, one eir sons —
a child at the time — noted
central topic of
conversation was diarrhea.
“We would be eating din-
ner at home, and a lot of the
conversation would be
al

cause that's what we dealt
every day” Mary Ann

with
mg lot would be full." he  said. “Bat it wasn't gross to

us; it was a fact of life”
The

e ket ae Edwardses' sons and
icrobielpgistinthesmuith-  deughters o
field Foods packing plants
but would help out at the Edwanis hired seeond &

-law are now

apened,
under 30
week. Today it sees about
40 a day, Mary Ann said.
Sc of those clients are
children and grand-
dmdren of people dwyvt
been seeing since The Oaks

o] s said.
The Edwardses are

courte once
month by oorparlwn.s in-
terested in buying the.

Edwards said He noted
that there’s a mhnnwlde
trend right now

rations to buy np ﬁm

practices.

He's not interested. His
plan s to one day hand over
full ownership to his son,
who he hopes will keep the
business in the family.

As for an znnivmaqr
celebration, there was none.
Edwards said he got zome

on

some_

situn-  check-ups at farms. stid. The couple began to  clinic operated.
tion so T could see what o “Some Saturdays Td live and breathe the veteri-  The clinic expanded in
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Plus, an exclusive designer bag from erahaces
Satchel & Sage. Free
With any Clinique purchase of $27.00 or more.
A $70.00 value.

“our cheice

-piece gift. i
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ANOTHER FREE*GIFT

With a Clinique purchase of $55 or more,
receive an All About Shadow 6-Pan Palette. =
Both gifts together worth over $95.00. 7—3

One smart idea sparks another...
New. Clinique Smart SPF 15 Moisturizer

Visbly erase wrinkles. Even skin tone. Lift. Hydrate.
Wathikf woman can do areastaur g anoe, her
snCare shoui 100, Ciniqus Smart Serumstaried gl wit a
pawernouse formula that covld visibly erase wrinkdes, even skin
tone, it and brighiten. New S 15 Moisturizer promises visibie
TSUKS B4 Weeks,FUUS A ekt MOSILIS BOoStof 0%
‘Ciricus Smant Custom Fepar Serur

Somi 558,530,501 819,06, 1001, 315400

New Clinigue Smart SPF 15 Custom Repalr Moisturizer,

50mi, $54.00.

Hew Gl St gt Cusorn g Mokt e

S0mi, 857,01

Call 1-800-345-5273 10 find 8 D s s1oe e you.

BY REEMA AMIN
raming@dailypress.com

tiple environmental
organizations gathered in
Newport News' Southeast
Con on Saturday to
discuss how they can better
collaborat i is

te to improve air
and water quality for
Hampton Roads.

The event, held at Dochi-
ki Civie & Social Club, was
led by the Southeast CARE
Coalition, a group that fo-

cuses on environmental
concerns | theast
Cor

About 50 people at-
tended, and at least o dozen
people represented differ-
ent. envil 3
including the Sierra Club,
Vinginia t -

Ch-an Water Coalition, Vir-
Conservation Net-

wnrk and the Chesapeake

Climate Action Network.

The main point of the
event was to get large
groups and grass-roots or-

in the same
room so they could find
ways to help each other,
said Erica Holloman, pro-
gram coordinator for
Southeast CARE.

“Let’s put on our think-
ing caps, thi nk about and
brainstorm about how to
collaboratively address our
issues” Holloman said to
the 501 -person nurllencehe—
fme a

cnlds, but J\m really

wasn't time for a party.
“We're usually busy.”

‘Amin can be reached

phone 747.247-4890.

Groups discuss
air, water quality

Several people spuke to

group about
the need is to imy ﬂr,
soil and water quality. Zakia
Shabazz, from Richmond,
came to a Southeast CARE

about examples of lead-poi-
soned children from Nor-
folk and Petershe

Hollomansaid the South-
east Community has a lega-
cy of pollution that dates
i sy The e
wit ¢ The -
o esiiderts — ofia wore
der if the air they breathe
could be a cause of asthma,
cardiovascular jssues and
diabetes. According to a Si-
erra Club report, in 2013, 72
permmof:hemxmmmus
sions in the city occurred in
the Southeast Community.

The only state air m
toring on the Penin-
sula is at Langley Air Force
base, which is sbout 8 miles
from the Newport News
shipyard and about 12 miles
from commercial port
erations and coal

the facilities are well

the pollutants combined,
organizers have said.

In Dect Southeast
CARE deivered a pesion

Gmun leaders intro-

Ren Robart ¢ “aaphy
Scott, D-Newport News,

mﬂe bernre they Srarned
putting collaboration ideas
on paper.

Many suggested a joint
email list for better commu-
nication. One of the issues

joman pointed out was
that a lot of the smaller

asking
system o be installed in the
communi

Scott spoke at the lunch-
eon on Sawrday andd:ewa
connection
ronmental justice and el:ct-
ing the right leaders. He
pointed to thewater crisisin

important  environmental
symposiums, and a contact
listwould help solve that

ent offi-
n-l«d.dmmmmbym
dent; :y were elected”

gestsd that the yvuwmﬁ
lectively document air and
water pollution tests they
do so they can k

Scott said.

people ;Im we have a l\:vt of
elections coming up. Ve

for somebody and makt
¥

Eam points toward yourch 1

! otarus comy

of rewards when yo Use your Dillard's Card.

Jbject to credit apgroval,

ment agencies, like the

state’s D of Envi-
ronmental Quality, incheck,

phoneat 757.247-4890.
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