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I-Ir.  James A. Comyns
Portsmouth Properties, PTC Inc.
265 Tradewind Drive
Palm Beach, Florida 33480

Dezir Mr. Comyns:

Based on recent newspaper articles in the Virginian-Pilot, it has come
to our attention that Portsmouth Coal Terminals, Inc. proposes to construct
and operate a coal ha-idling and storage facility in Portsmouth, Virginia.

Since you may not be aw;:;re, wp wiuld like to bring to your attention
that there ciirrrntly cvist Lwo (2) relativeTy iicw open coal s@orage export
f;-,cilities in Newport News, Virginia (Massey and Dominion Tei-minals).  The
rcason we r@cntion tnis, is LhaL we have experienced a great deal of trouble
fro-m fugitive coal diisL eriiissic-ns from the open storage piles of these fa
cilities.
Complaints liave been numerotis, and indeed the local residents around these t
wo
terminals liave been extre-nely vocal about the situation, botli to tis ai-id 
the
pi-ess.  Consequently, the Virginia legislature mandated that the State Air
Pollution Control Board (SAFCB) conduct a study to deteri-aine the extent of t
his
problcm and wi-iat can be done to alleviate the situation. We are currently
en-a-ed in thfs study. With this in mind the regional staff of Lhe SLiPCB woul
d
grcatlv appi-eciate the opp(Drtunity to meet with your rcpresentatives at the
earliest convenient time to discuss the plans for your proposed facility.  We
feel that this meeting woiild best serve both 3-otir needs aiid concerns,as we
ll as
ttic intcrc,-,t @,,f t-lic citizi--ns of Virginia.

We, tlierefore, reqtiest that you contact Frank Daniel (804-499-6845) of
our regional staff, as sooii as possible, to arrange the details for such a
meeting.

We greatly appreciate your cooperation in this matter. Thank you for
helping to maintain clean Virgiiiia air.

ly,

Ilay
Assistant Regional tor
Acting Director
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