1
6/16 Meeting with Scott Eustis and Jasmine Moll, Healthy Gulf
10am CT / 11am ET


Healthy Gulf, previously Gulf Restoration Network, worked to fight a new proposed coal terminal in Plaquemines Parish near New Orleans.





Questions
· History
· How long has there been attention and concern around the coal dust issue in Plaquemines Parish?
· How did your group get involved with fighting the RAM terminal?
· Are you still working on coal dust?
· Organizing
· Who is involved?
· What have you tried so far?
· What worked and what didn’t?
· Are there groups or community members still working on coal dust?
· Policy asks
· Anything for current coal dust pollution?
· Policy avenues
· Why did you choose to challenge the permit based on coastal restoration?
· Did you consider other avenues?
· Monitoring
· Air quality monitoring?
· Health data and connection?
· 12 week air monitoring at Battle’s house found coal dust?	Comment by Tara Miller: "Results from a 12-week air-monitoring test by local nonprofit Gulf Restoration Network (GRN) seem to confirm his suspicions that the coal terminal is to blame for his family’s health issues. The monitoring program found higher-than-average levels of particulate matter in the air. On some days, the air monitors found levels of about 30 micrograms per cubic meter — significantly higher than what the World Health Organization considers acceptable for humans to live with."
· Collaborating
· Are you interested in a multi-state coalition space?




Notes
· Scott
· Clean Water Act isn’t implemented in LA
· There were 5-7 coal export proposals through the Mississippi River
· Coal is on permanent government subsidy
· They export thermal coal in Plaquemines
· Dealing with metallurgical coal economics in Alabama
· 2 existing coal terminals
· There since the 1940s
· Another terminal that exports misc things, including coal and petcoke
· Called Raven?
· In largely Black communities
· Exporting coal from WY sources
· Want to sell to China
· Portland shut down the export proposals
· They had materials from Physicians for Social Responsibility
· No chapter in LA
· 1-pagers on the effects of coal, particulates
· They had white retired physicians moved to Plaquemines Parish
· Adult onset asthma
· Dust on the home
· The white people coming in had attorneys, personal injury attorney
· Nuisance suits
· The Clean Air Act doesn’t do what people think it does
· It’s hard with long established places
· It’s hard to get the government to act
· He called the federal government – they said it wasn’t toxic enough for them to help
· EPA isn’t helping
· Coal is not considered a hazardous material by the Coast Guard
· It’s going into US Waters
· Enforcement is lax
· That means you can get pictures
· Narrative water quality violation	Comment by Tara Miller: See "Criteria" section here
https://www.epa.gov/standards-water-body-health/what-are-water-quality-standards
· They did enforcement actions on the dirtiest terminals
· Citizen suit under Clean Water Act, for ongoing violations
· They worked with SouthWings (they did work around mountaintop removal too)
· In LA, the piles are more of an issue for dust (less the trains)
· Piles create a plume on the water -> water quality violation
· Establish a mechanism
· The permit had no clues for them
· They got 21 observations before litigation
· Flying over terminals
· Need to be able to tie it an ONGOING operational issue
· Lack of containment, lack of maintenance of conveyor belts, age and set up of the conveyor belts
· Take pictures of what’s not working with the conveyor belts to bring a Clean Water Act suit
· Restoration – if it looks bad, you can’t put things in the river in LA
· But people care about their lungs
· Is there a restoration angle for VA?
· Find coal bits in crab lungs for crabbers?
· Dredging the river -> find coal
· Do as part of a political and communications strategy
· State government officials are seriously underpaid
· So they’re nearly all industry people
· He said it would be good to interview people	Comment by Tara Miller: See if Adrian is interested? 
Sounds like Scott could set something up
· The media won’t interview people
· They need accountability
· They went to EPA -> said it’s not bad enough
· They went to Coast Guard -> they said it's not a hazardous material
· The citizen suit -> worth it as a media angle
· There were more proposed terminals coming; good to get attention
· They did a good bit of monitoring
· Not really scientific
· It was more strategic
· Their LDQ doesn’t do monitoring	Comment by Tara Miller: Louisiana Dept of Environmental Quality
· Strategic observations
· Looking to test community hypotheses about the dust
· He’s in charge of community science
· Dust plume may be once a week
· Residents say it’s “all the time”
· The regulators and industry will say it’s not a problem if it’s only once a week
· It may only take 13-20 bad days a year to get asthma or COPD etc
· They didn’t have funding to document particulate matter, air quality
· If you put out Purple Air sensors, the company says it’s diesel trucks and/or you didn’t do your study properly
· Communities in LA are along highways
· They did a microscope analysis, dust from scotch tape
· Hire an expert
· It’s the silica dust from coal
· They had a MiniVol air sampler
· $2k for a 5 day sample
· Vacuums particles onto a disk – then gravimetric and XRF analysis for metals
· Gravimetric – tells you how much (which is what Purple Air tells you)
· XRF tells you it’s coal
· In a week of sampling, they found average PM2.5 above WHO standards (which is maybe 5ug/m3)	Comment by Tara Miller: 5 is annual 
15 is 24-hour
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/345334/9789240034433-eng.pdf
· Below EPA annual standard (it was 12ug/m3 then) (changing to 10 now or soon)
· It was a sunny week, not a dry week, not a storm week
· Average summer week
· The average they found was maybe 16 ug/m3
· One time the average was 8 ug/m3
· The scientific info wasn’t rigorous enough for scientists
· Regulators were flustered by the results though
· First time someone did any monitoring, and it was above a health standard
· They had people with chronic asthma and barrel chest
· Message: Let’s not have more coal terminals, because it hurts people and hurts wetlands etc
· They had 2 lawsuits, and the nuisance litigation
· Wetlands lawsuit
· The coal terminal bought a piece of land that was intended for restoration
· Clean Water Act lawsuit might be replicable in VA
· There was value in validating what people were feeling in their bodies
· The brief study they did
· Coal isn’t a priority for most public health people
· The health people will say one thing (they look at the extremes), and the companies and regulators will look at averages
· Very different data interpretations
· Doing the work elevated people from Plaquemines Parish into local public office
· County level/Parish level politics
· Huge wealth disparity, racial divide
· The regional media responded more when they found white people were getting sick
· It’s not news when Black people are getting sick
· The rail line would travel where the white grandmas live and cause traffic problems
· And that got more attention
· They found a homecoming queen who was affected, used that angle to attract attention
· 1 Parish was making decisions about the rail going through the other 2 Parishes
· Got the Parishes to vote against, intercounty politics
· They’re a regional group, don’t have capacity to operate at state level
· There’s value in looking at the impacts in other areas
· Uniting people across different areas, races, classes
· Finding places with minor impacts in areas with greater political power
· Coal dust wasn’t enough
· Have to add water pollution, traffic, asthma
· They won by uniting people across the gradient of impacts
· People in New Orleans cared because of the coastal restoration component
· Wealthier white people cared about dirty windows and traffic nuisance
· Physicians cared about ambulance travel times
· The closer to the plant, the less media attention
· In 2012, they couldn’t really talk about racism
· They tried the justice angle first 
· With Sierra Club funding litigation support
· Beyond Coal campaign
· Took them 6 years to fight a project
· Political strategy
· Local politics
· Denying the local construction permit
· They looked at bond hearings at state level
· Look at how state government is subsidizing
· Keeping people’s morale up
· Finding legal support for public interest and nuisance litigation
· Harder to get media attention
· There for a long time, it’s not new, it’s not news
· It doesn’t explode 	Comment by Tara Miller: Maybe that's why Baltimore is having more traction
· People are more into EJ now
· Or it’s just lip service
· Have to continue to make it relevant if you want people to keep volunteering
· I asked about current organizing around the dust issue
· Scott:
· In 2012/2013, LA was exporting a lot to Europe
· That died because of EU climate stuff
· The coal export amounts went WAY down since then
· So less dust
· The proposed terminal changed ownership 3x while they were suing
· But now the dust is back up
· India is buying from LA, it’s shifting 
· The piles are growing again
· They’ve had a few hurricanes, and people are just trying to hang on, address basic housing issues, no attention for the coal dust
· I asked about how the strategy (focusing on the impacts on restoration and white people) sat with Black folks living near the terminals 
· Scott:
· It didn’t sit well with some people
· Some white people wanted to be on the TV
· We needed to keep focus and momentum
· Racial tension ends a lot of campaigns
· It’s harder to prove air pollution disparities in small communities
· When people of color talk about the air pollution they’re dealing with
· They’re not believed because of racism
· They’re not believed because it’s unbelievable – white people don’t have a reference for how bad it is
· Scott:
· You can’t bring academics into it, 3 year publishing cycle
· They wanted to get the coal piles covered
· They do that for coke ash, sulfur, grain
· Some places in midwest, Michigan does that
· Massive industrial tarp
· LDQ says they’re not supposed to operate when winds are high
· For some other terminals they’ve been able to get terminals to comply with that
· Get someone with a telephoto lens living near the terminal to get pictures
· Document high opacity plumes
· Not for a lawsuit
· But works for an agency complaint under Clean Air Act
· Report it as a high opacity dust plume
· Agency might investigate, might find another compliance issue
· They’re focused on LNG terminals
· Working on ways to document NOx
· CREATE Lab in the Northeast
· Monitoring for NOx
· Purple Air is no good if you don’t have wifi
· Good that they’re open source-ish
· Developer of Airwyn app helped them adjust things
· They’re working with computer science students to analyze data
· Get a computer to document and file incidents
· Then develop news stories and media pressure
· For burns, public health people call it STIs (short term increase?)
· If there’s a 10 ug/m3 increase over the sampling interval (short term)
· Compare coal terminal area to area farther away (bougie neighborhood)
· Create media pressure
· 10 min intervals on average
· The events are really short term
· Hourly averages aren’t good
· They use the woodsmoke calibration – deals with humidity problem
· Developed by EPA
· Humidity can trigger false high reading
· Media loves toys, gadgets
· Use the media stories as a chance for people to speak out
· They’re trying to document issues with sugarcane burning and grain terminals
· They could use help with this
· Big particulate health problem
· For visible dust
· He said just buy people SLRs to document
· “The science doesn’t matter, you want media”
· They had pictures where the opacity of the plume was high enough that automatic car lights went on
· Get a picture of a dirty rag
· I asked about the coal pile covers
· A Sierra Club expert looked at it
· Argued for a warehouse over it
· Look for St Jo Michigan
· The company said the hurricane will destroy the structure
· BS argument
· It’s just the cost
· Look at other bulk commodity covers
· Ex grain terminal
· He said it’s a really good solution to dust
· Look for state agency rules – if the cover can’t operate in the wind
· Petra Pless is the expert
· Also Aaron Isherwood
· He recommended suing the company with a nuisance lawsuit
· It’s about 20 min at a time for the coal plumes
· People aren’t always willing to speak about their health problems
· You need someone willing to talk
· Scotch tape and then pictures under a microscope
· Scientific publications on that
· Silica is unique
· He saw a flexible pile cover in MI, St Joseph
· Chicago vacation spot
· Similar problem in industrial South Side of Chicago – tar sands residue
· Tar sands refining
· The economics of that were more fragile
· Senator Duckworth is great
· They maybe got rid of the piles 
· Only story he’s heard where that’s the case
· If there’s funding to pay internet for Purple Air – they need help with that
· $60/month for 3 years for 5 people
· They haven’t had success applying for EPA grants
· EPA is split on Purple Air
· The old heads are against
· Community research people are for it




