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LOCAL NEWS

RELIGION  Adults who are rellglously unaﬂ"lllated

Continued from 1
by the P Research, Center i in

surveyed in the center’s 204 US.
Religious Landscape Study, fol-
one

lowing up on
conducted in 2007,

than 16 percent of the American
adult population in 2007 That
number also includes people who
say they are spiritual E not
religious.

Among those who are reli
giously unafiliated, about a third
describe \hﬂmselv?s as atheist or
agnostic. This group makes up
about 7 percent of all American
adu]ts.uplrvm&m.mtmzu(w
The others within the groi

ey believed or [nl
lowed lmhmg in particular, rose
from 12 w almost 16
Ecmmf:dnlr.s in bh:tsa‘lrwm

The majority of Americans —
Htentified as Chris-

nothing

Virginia us.
Total N 20% 23%
Age
18-20 . 36% 35%
30-40 NN 37% T
50-64 NN 18% 19%
65+ W 9% 9%
Gender
Men IS 61% 5T%
Wormen NN 39% 43%
Marital status.
Married EESS— 41% 3r%
Living with a partner Bl 7% 1%
Divorced/separated NN 13% %
Widowed W 4% 3%
Never married EENSSSSN 36% 379%

DAILY PRESS
Race Virginia us.
White I 7 2% 68%
Black W 1% 9%
Asian M 6% 5%
Other/mixed B 3% 4%
Latinot W 9% 13%
*Latines incluss pecpie of any race.
Education level
High school or less I 34% 38%
Soma college I 32% 32%
College NN 18% 18%
Post-graduate degree NN 16% %
Income level
Less than $30.000 N 27% 33%
$30,000-$40,000 M 21% 20%
$50,000-$99,999 NN 26% 26%
$100,000 or more I 27% 21%

tian in the 2014 survey. That
mumber fell from 784 percent
since the last survey.

Chuck Harrison, director of
missions for the Peninsula Baptist
Association, thinks attendance at

churches or other faith organiza-
tions may be down now because
du

+ Virginia Skeptics,
thinks millennials are bringing on
a “Inrge sweeping social change”

to American society.

“I don't think they're necessari-
ly atheists,” he said. “They’re just
not interested in religion in gen-

eral”
He 5]‘0 dllnks mmwn! media

iy, inclucing the tradi-

thisal chuurch ia :hzirymuh. Tha
worldview, in

way they raised ek chikres, he

“If I weren'tinvolved in church,
sy children aren't going to be in
church,” said Harrison, part of the
baby boomer generation.

ln his view, churches that are

‘main:
rteady membmlup or growing,
ﬂp:‘c millennials, either
cvnwm wvmh:pwrv—

at are attractive to potential
mm‘l.hu:, or are engaged in the
community to address the needs

poverty or ras
The study also acted an -
crease of those who were part of
surt-ChE st Eroupa. tp oo i
jpoint to almost 6 percent
of Americans. Members of Juda-
ism make up the largest part of
at number.

Behind the bers

it eadmdmmmydmm

not possible in his 20s.
“Milles are more multicul-

tural and tolerant of different

things,” said Presenza, “It’s

i m Yot ofsoci chiogs it 015

15 15 years oo 1 thought would've

Nation: ahnm two- r}unk of
mnonbelis

are about six men fm— every fmr

women who identify as such.

Barnes said more women are

iui:\inx the fsroup ¢ and vlﬂicipa!-
more

mm{dug!

The Pew study’s shusutsabnut
Virginia's nonbelievers falls close-
lymluurmrhmds ionwide.

Damerow said more people of

religiously

all races are
ated.
“We're sceing this shift in every
category, blacks, Hispanics,
theyre all moving toward disaffili”
ating (with) religion” she said.
‘The study also indicates that 18

conservative '50s, for example.
The current movement may in-
dicate arejection by millennials nf

same mnrﬂagn
and the environment, as well as
mmstmm mlmwwnmwnm

tems oty T’:ng-wm Tiberal g’ﬁurz;v
said.

itzgerald
T'h: influence of organized reli-
gion tends to be stronger for some
groups, such as African-Ameri-
cans and immigrants, because of
sense of community it offers.
Fitzgerald also thinks the re-

sponse may vary by region. While
seeing backlash against the Chris-
tian right in the South, it does not
appear to elicit the same reaction
innorthernstates whereithasless
influence,

Whats in a name?

W Atheist, or someone who
oesn't befieve in God ar a god.
ic, or someone who
it can't be known whether
isagod.
mskeptic, who spproaches. the
world with o seientific-minded,

evidence-based approach.
- Humams{. or

Millennisls are helping drive

the growh of reliioudy unafl
tod Americans, with 35 percent

of them identifying as such, ac-

io the study, compared to
17 percent of baby boos

pmennn icans, or almost

in five, were raised in a faith

D‘Ed.\llo;l:lmlnd now do not adhere

to any ‘or every person not

raised in a faith RMWMD

joins an organized religion as an
. th

someane
human v:lues and
well-being over a higher
Barnes ldtnnﬁ& lnnme'lf!s all
four.

“Each of these labels means a
different thing, and they're not

percent of the silent gencranon.
rouy older
than 70.

religion they grew up with and
ome unaffiliated.

:h:ad Secular Coalition for America,
an advocacy grow senting 17
Donthebsic crpiniations

“We've seen growth in all gen-
erations?” she said.

Paul Presenza, 49, 8 Newport

Themcreaxen o identify-
ingas now
may reflect n baeldash against the

Christian right that rose between
the 1980s and the early 20005, said
Maureen Fitzgerald, an associate
on professor atthe College of

iam and Mary.

During the past bundred years,
there have been several waves of
liberal conservative move-
ments, with the social upheaval of

ASTHMA

Continued from 1
entific footing for its concerns

Sl Sl SV

nr!nﬂlmdtnlwid\mﬁggzm{'

thel960s p:

said DeBrew. connecting
“The group has set “We're not try- Wit local grocer Joe

up 2 weeklong

Brothers at Old

camp
for_children with ing to be adver- Town Market to
them business

asthma that will in-

clude an education Sarial. We want
end Df.;.e“,.ﬁw to be advocates
Tnow

ticipants. wil

e i e ey, fOT a.bertel:
iy indexes on local quality of life.

sites.

teach
basics.
The Southeast
Netwark is
the new public

ealth arm of the
Greater Southeast
Devel

e which also oversess
; Linwood DeBrew

triggers,
sucllasd.usl and diesel

others will pay a small contribution
woowEcom, i
OnSept. 12, the group ta
play-in at the Roads Boys
& Girls Cluhs i conjunction with
Day todem-
ummdm(dmemmnshmnc

pamumr: m[e}y in physical activ-
‘He described it

said.
“They can't leave, and the ship-
yard,

)" he said.
‘Wanda Brooks, 4'.). of Franklin,
identifies with the term secular
humanist. She became a nonbe-
L\z\m’ about o0 years g afier 4 after a
time spent asking
!bwlhz‘rfmrh S}-n:a]sn |sagmed
with the stance her church took
on some social issues, such as
opposing gay
“Even mwg‘ 1 thought they
ts, lwasn'lupen tit
(mchurdl)"
Those in Hnmpmn Roads
looking to conmect with nonbe-
lievers have options. Besides the

HsTHM:

yiaux FOR LIFE ||

Southeastern Virginia Skeptics,
there is also the Tidewater Athe-
ists Group, which is based in

Virginia

DALY PRESS.

«connect with fellow nonbelievers
by pursuing his other interests,
including photography and role”

‘members.
Some people are members of
both groups, though each has a
ity different focus.
The skeptics group is aimed at
minded, whtk

centeced around nut blleving in

nizers of both groups point
are atheists
ore ok st the woetd throu gh a
scientific lens, while there are
skeptics who are also religious
believers.

Groups like the Southeastern
Virginia. Skeptics and Tidewater
Atheists Group provide a place for
peﬂz“hhesm LaBranche, 29, of

sburg, to come together.
She grew up Catholic, but when
she “came out” as an atheist in
2012, she wanted a place where

“We kind of find each other”
‘Presenza said.

Despite the growth in numbers,
many nonbelievers are still trying

o find understanding and accept-
ancein'htmdm'!ode

Internet dating, La-
Bnm:lue said she haseurne ::mss

want her to accep
Cllnsnnlu!y or tell her they f:el

, even
upfmnuhnm being an atheist.

“You're not & person anymore.

You're just atheism,” she said. o1
just see it as part of my identity.
"There's no reason for it to color
entire existence””

Brooks, who attended a Baptist
church before she became a non-
believer, said she has become

ranged from her son, who still

church friends when she begm
identifyingas an

Smld=riaq:rssed:ammdlal
his nonbelief could be used to
discriminate a Barnes

believe in a higher power don't

fty that pcaple feel mm

Theyre ]uslng whzn pwpk leave

the church,” said LaBranche, who

me & the gmupl organizer in

2012 and served in that role for
about three years.

Lyle sandm joined the Tide-
water Atheists Group in 2003, not
long after it started. There, he
found a place where he could
connectwith other atheists.

“ felt luca I (was) the only

atheist in Pat Robertsom’s back-
yard, bsically,” said Sanders, who
now serves as the group’s argan-

izer.
e et o+l s

30 years, a

that was svmsz ing he dide el

anyone & k

about it 1faslced, but he tends not

tobringitup on hiscw.
said he is able to

Several members said they
aren't out to attack people of faith
and only want others to respect
their lack of it.

“We don’t mind if theists or
be];zvets believe what they want,

as you're not

oot m‘r“::ll S
Presenza said.
S"m rlnnlrskkhe numbers

ow more people are rejecting

igion, especially over

el pn —sex marriage.

“We have groups like this all
over the country. It's OK to come
out this way, to be seen this way.
‘We're normal, ,ust lke everyone
else” Bames

“We're not perfu:l, but neither
is anyone

Gastillcun b reached iy phoneat
FST-247-463¢
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leaving. mfm@mcdr‘:emm
nity what they can do to improve
uzrhum,:

he Care lemul. whose EPA
ﬂm«hmmdslsx months g.
partnered with the Sierra Club on

Even if they can't walk the whole
way — from Booker T. Washington
School to Zion Baptist Church —
forms atsting o their pport il

Volun-

an air pollution campaign. Kendyl
Crawford,

program
coordinator for the Sierra Club, is
coordinating the gathering of peti-
tions to present Wand,
Virginia's of nawual re-
sources, for

he sai
teer Angeln Harrls has already

from 25
andchurches, said Crawford.

Linwood De:

Corp., discusses how a $30.000

of
grant from the U.5. Enviranmental Protection Agency will be used to raise asthma awareness.

The new grant and the estab-

lishment of the Southeast Asthma

Nalwm‘khu alsoallowed for great-

with new parterships

heing formed with the American

Lung Assu:mhm the Virginia
thma Coalition and

‘etter qualityoflife”said DeBrew.
Salasky can be reached byphoneat
77 247-4784.

munity.
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